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Aloha!
Welcome to Christ Memorial Episcopal Church in Kilauea on the island of Kauaʻi, known as
the “Garden Isle” in the Hawaiʻi archipelago. We are in search of a new Vicar who will
embrace our service to God and our community, according to our collective mission:
We are a vibrant and engaged community of faith that gathers regularly to worship Almighty God. We believe God
has been revealed to us through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We seek to follow Jesus by
showing aloha — through loving and serving all of God’s people, from keiki (children) to kapuna (elders), both near
and far. We do so with the power of God’s Holy Spirit, who stands ready to guide us. All are welcome to join us in
worship and service.

Our sanctuary dates back to 1939 and holds 14 pews with a capacity for 100 people. Our
church members number 91, of which a third are on-island seasonally, and 200+ tourists
join us each year. Average attendance to a single Sunday service reaches nearly 50, and
special services, like Easter and Christmas Eve, fill our church to capacity.
Our size is small in number, yet our vitality and desire to serve is abundant. The members
of Christ Memorial Episcopal Church spread aloha in a big way through our many ministries
serving the community, including a food pantry that served approximately 7,700 people
with 70,000 pounds of food in 2016 and a thrift store that is thriving in its 34th year with
annual revenues exceeding $100,000.
We thank you for your interest, and welcome your further exploration of our beloved
Christ Memorial Episcopal Church.

Mahalo nui loa!
Thank you very much

1

Are You Our Next Vicar?
Now is an excellent time to jump on board with Christ Memorial. We have only recently
said farewell to our Vicar of five years, who left for family health reasons. While
qualifications come in many forms, our experience informs us that we thrive when our
Vicars embody these characteristics:
❏ Personal Qualities
❏ Energetic
❏ Spiritually happy and centered
❏ Patient
❏ Family-oriented
❏ Compassionate
❏ Highly adaptable to island life

❏ Leadership Style
❏ Actively leads congregation strategically towards goals
❏ Demonstrates genuine interest in engaging with our members and the community
❏ Actively involves our Na Kamalei (Beloved Children) in mission life
❏ Embraces and further integrates Hawaiian culture and language into services
❏ Delivers sermons relevant to world events with spontaneity and a clear voice
❏ Empowers member leadership and actively supports outreach programs

❏ Pastoral Care
❏
❏
❏
❏

Embraces and integrates Hawaiian culture and language into services
Welcomes all visitors regardless of religious or lifestyle choices
Engages individual church-goers to encourage ministry involvement
Reaches out to the community in need of home visits and mobile communion

❏ Conducts enrichment through educational gatherings and Bible studies

❏ Business Acumen
❏ Strong ability to lead and coordinate teams to inspire action
❏ Resilient
❏ Keen listener
❏ Recruiter of community participation and membership
❏ Active partner with community organizations, schools, and
other churches

Can you help us achieve our priority goals?
❏ Grow membership
❏ Attract young families
❏ Extend outreach to pre-teen and teen programs
❏ Increase participation in current ministries
❏ Facilitate a strategic 20-year plan for our mission
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Our Community
We describe ourselves as a non-judgmental, tolerant and family-oriented congregation. We
believe in “ʻohana” — the Hawaiian ideology that one’s family is larger than just one’s own
blood family and extends to those who support and love us in the larger community.
We are a very inclusive and diverse community, bonded by our personal island heritage:
●
●
●
●
●

Native Hawaiian ʻohanas with deep roots in this church since its inception
Families of Japanese descent who have been part of this church for generations
Families from the Philippines who moved to the island over the last century
Mainland folks who have come to Kauaʻi to raise families, while others have come to retire
Soul-searching young and mid-life adults seeking a new lifestyle or transformation ●
People
of other nationalities, ethnicities and walks of life drawn to spirit of Kauaʻi

Our congregation ranges from ages 2-98. Our active parishioners are comprised of retired
adults, working professionals, and young families — all of whom bring local, mainland and
international flavor to our rich community — from fields that span careers in medicine, law,
education, public service, government, armed forces, technology, engineering, real estate,
and tourism, to name a few.
Every week, we have many visitors from the mainland, seasonally and as first-time tourists,
who join our church service from both Anglican and other Christian denominations.
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Our Worship
For local parishioners as well as visitors from the mainland and abroad, our worship services
at Christ Memorial are a beautiful balance between the familiarity of traditional Anglican
Church services and a reverence for our local Hawaiian culture.
Services are held on Sundays at 9:00 a.m., led by our Vicar. Upon arrival, our worshipers
receive a bulletin with responses, hymns and prayers, and a “News and Notes” leaflet.
Each first-time visitor is greeted with aloha and lei hand-crocheted by our parishioners, and
acknowledged during announcements.

Our music team of guitarists and vocalists leads the congregation in singing the doxology
and The Queen’s Prayer (one of Queen Liliuokalani’s many prayers) in Hawaiian. Saints and
feast days of Hawaiʻi are celebrated, and our traditional hula is often part of special services.
Lay readers share the first and second readings, and
lead the Psalm and Prayers of the People. We share
announcements, and celebrate birthdays and
anniversaries. “Sharing the Peace” with each
worshiper in the congregation is a special time which
truly bonds our community. Children in the Na
Kamalei program join the service for communion. As
our service closes, we continue our fellowship at the
Parish Hall to talk story over refreshments.
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Our Ministries
Christ Memorial parishioners are ambitious and committed to serving God and the
community through the church’s many ministries. Here is a brief overview of each with
links for more information:

Christ Memorial Food Pantry
Since its inception in 2014, the Christ Memorial Episcopal Church Food Pantry has been
steadily growing, and in the second year of operation, distributed food to 2,292 shoppers,
representing food for 7,713 family members. Hawaii has some of the highest food costs in
the nation. With many people earning minimum wage and seniors on fixed incomes, it is
often difficult for them to make ends meet. With the support of community volunteers and
donations, foundation grants, and partnership with the Hanalei Bay Rotary, the Food Pantry
is expected to become a 501(c)(3) in 2017.

Helen Mitsui Shared Blessings Thrift Shop
Led by 91-year-old Helen Mitsui for the last 33 years, Shared Blessings is a favorite
destination on Kauaʻi’s north shore for everyone from the homeless to the treasure-hunter.
As an outreach program of Christ Memorial, the ministry puts profits back into the
community by supporting outreach programs of the church, as well as local civic activities,
food banks, and organizations that support national and international charitable efforts.
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Aloha Ministry
Every Sunday, volunteers serve a welcome
reception after church on the porch of our
Parish Hall with refreshments of beverages
and homemade delicacies. Special occasions
are always the opportunity to share aloha
with community potlucks.

First Sunday Pancake Breakfasts
Immediately following the worship service on
the first Sunday of every month, Christ
Memorial volunteers serve up a full pancake
breakfast in the Parish House. It includes
pancakes, of course, as well as other tasty
breakfast dishes in a sit-down social fare
enjoyed by parishioners, travelers, guests,
and the community.

Christ Memorial Music Ministry
The Christ Memorial Music Ministry leads classic
hymns and contemporary music, a highlight of
virtually all services and events. The talented
team of guitarists and vocalists practice once a
week — open to the public — and the team
strives to expand its repertoire in order to
appeal to a wider range of the community.
Special appearances include pianists, organists,
and soloists. On occasion, we throw in
tambourines and other folk instruments to the
joy of the congregation who loves to participate
in our music ministry.
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Special Events
Throughout the year and liturgical calendar, Christ Memorial serves the public through
special services and participating in community events, including:
●
●
●
●
●

Easter Services
Thanksgiving Community Dinner
Kilauea Christmas Tree Lighting
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Services
Baptisms, Confirmations, Weddings

Na Kamalei Children’s Program
Our Na Kamalei (Beloved Children) program
began in 2016 and is based on the Godly Play
Montessori curriculum, which helps keiki
explore their Christian faith through
storytelling, wonder and play. Our keiki start
Sundays in the program and then rejoin their
families in the church service before
communion. On the last Sunday of every
month, keiki participate in a special children's
service with our congregation.

ʻOhana Social
Family and friends have enjoyed fellowship on
Kauaʻi for generations. At Christ Memorial, keiki
to kapuna can share the spirit of aloha once a
month with ʻohana gatherings organized with
community groups for fun, fellowship, and social
good. Expanding our outreach to pre-teens and
teens is a priority in our congregation.
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Our Church Grounds
Christ Memorial Episcopal Church is one of the most picturesque Episcopal churches in the
Hawaiian Islands. The humble church building is the result of the dedicated work of
generations of members from many diverse cultural backgrounds. A detailed history of the
mission can be found at: http://www.christmemorialkauai.org/history.html.
Our lava rock sanctuary was built
in 1939 as a gift from Mrs. Robert
Shapard of Georgia on land
deeded by the Kilauea Sugar
Company.
The graveyard dates back to the
original Hawaiian Congregational
Church, with many grave stones
laid over 100 years ago.
The original group of worshippers
raised money for our magnificent
stained glass windows from
England, including a traditional
rose window and side windows
portraying the life of Jesus Christ.
Mary Hyde Rice, wife of an Episcopal missionary
teacher, hand-carved the Philippine mahogany altar,
lectern and pulpit in 1951.
Dorothy Bridges gave the sanctuary its locally hand
carved Honduran mahogany altar rail in memory of
her husband Lloyd Bridges in 2000.
Across the street from the sanctuary are three
neighboring facilities (pictured above): Helen Mitsui
Shared Blessings Thrift Shop, our Na Kamalei
classroom and office building, and our Parish Hall,
which hosts our Food Pantry, receptions and
community events.
Of interest, the Parish Hall was originally used for
Buddhist worship in 1925, and the father of our own
Helen Mitsui (of Shared Blessings fame) served as a
Buddhist priest. For more illustrious history, see
http://www.christmemorialkauai.org/parish-hall.html.
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Our Town, Island and State
Kilauea
Kilauea is one of the most picturesque and desirable small towns on
the northeastern shore of Kauaʻi. Attractions to our town include the
Kilauea Lighthouse, Anaina Hou Community Park, and some of the
most scenic beaches on the island. The township center, featuring
several boutique shops, four popular restaurants, a bakery, a wine
shop, a health food store and a yoga studio, is currently under
significant expansion. The population is 3,526 with 51% Caucasian
and 22% Asian, and 79% white collar and 21% blue collar, and the
median household income is $62,291. Of note, Mark Zuckerberg,
founder/CEO of Facebook, recently bought 700+ acres in Kilauea.

Kauaʻi, The Garden Isle
The universal attraction to our “garden isle” is instantly
apparent to all your senses upon touching down at Lihue
airport — balmy breezes, ukulele melodies, aloha smiles,
majestic mountains, stunning vistas, resplendent waterfalls,
world-renown botanical gardens, meandering rivers, and
sandy white beaches for miles — it’s the storybook Hawaiʻi.
No wonder so many films feature Kauaʻi: Jurassic Park,
South Pacific, Blue Hawaii, Six Days Seven Nights, and
Raiders of the Lost Ark.
Of the 37 Episcopal
worship sites in Hawaiʻi,
Christ Memorial is one of three on Kauaʻi. While the
state and Kauaʻi are predominantly rural, the largest
urban center, Honolulu, located on Oahu, is just a
30minute flight away.
Kauaʻi is the fourth largest island in size and
population of the Hawaiian archipelago. The median
age for residents of Kauaʻi is 41.6 years old, and
tourism and hospitality are the largest nongovernment
employers. As our world becomes increasingly
connected, many professionals visit seasonally or have
moved to Kauaʻi, including celebrities like Bette Midler
and Pierce Brosnan.
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We Look Forward to Meeting You
Call us:
(808) 482-4824
Visit us:
2509 Kolo Road
Kilauea, Kauaʻi, HI 96754
Email us:
christmemorialkilauea@gmail.com
Learn more:

http://www.christmemorialkauai.org
Connect with us:
https://www.facebook.com/ChristMemorialEpiscopalChurchKauai
Get to know our Diocese of Hawaii: http://www.episcopalhawaii.org/
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Christ Memorial Episcopal Church
Application Instructions
Thank you for your interest in the Vicar position at Christ Memorial Episcopal Church in
Kilauea, Kauaʻi, Hawaiʻi. We look forward to hearing from you. Applications will be considered
on a rolling basis through July 31, 2017.
Interested candidates should send their resume, answers to our Mission’s questions below,
and any other supporting materials to:

The Rev. Cn. Alexander (Sandy) Graham Canon for
Congregational Life and Leadership
acgraham@episcopalhawaii.org
(808) 536-7776 x309
(808) 538-7194 (fax)
Please answer each of our questions below in no more than 300 words each:
1. As a priest and spiritual leader, what motivates you? What past experiences have brought you to
this point in your life?
2. While pastoral care is primary, it is important to our congregation that we run a successful
financial operation so we can optimally support our ministries and community. Please describe
how you have been success in these areas in your last leadership position:
Sunday attendance
Membership growth
Financial and Stewardship growth
Youth Group Growth
Strategic planning
3. How do you see yourself helping Christ Memorial meet our goals in each of these areas:
Sunday attendance
Membership growth
Financial and Stewardship growth
Youth Group Growth
Strategic planning

4. Kaua`i may be paradise, but it is a small island in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, and with that
comes regional limitations regarding housing options and medical care. What experiences in
your life have prepared you for the opportunities and challenges of island life?
5. Historically, as a mission church with only one service, the Vicar is a liaison to the Bishop and
shoulders many duties without paid assistance. What are your administrative strengths and
weaknesses? How will you approach these responsibilities?
6. What inspires your sermons, and how does worship impact church vitality and growth?
7. What other options are you considering at this time? If you were offered the Vicar position at
Christ Memorial, how long do you envision that commitment? Lastly, if anything could come
between you and fulfilling your role at Christ Memorial for the long-term, what are those risks?

Mahalo!
Christ Memorial Episcopal Church
© Copyright 2017
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